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What’s on when and where
Sunday 1 October - Trinity 17 
 10.00am St Peter’s South Hanningfield Harvest Festival 
   Holy Communion
 11.00am St Margaret’s Downham Family Service
 Note: No service at Ramsden Bellhouse
Sunday 8 October - Trinity 18
  10.00am St Mary’s Ramsden Bellhouse Morning Prayer
 11.00am St Margaret’s Downham Sung Eucharist
 Note:  No service at South Hanningfield
Sunday 15 October - Trinity 19 
 11.00am St Margaret’s Downham Harvest Festival 
   Benefice Holy Communion 
   Followed by Harvest Lunch
 Note: No services at Ramsden Bellhouse or South Hanningfield
Sunday 22 October - Trinity 20 
 10.00am St Mary’s Ramsden Bellhouse Holy Communion
 11.00am St Margaret’s Downham Sung Eucharist
 Note: No service at South Hanningfield
Sunday 29 October - Last Sunday after Trinity (Bible Sunday)
 10.00am St Peter’s South Hanningfield Benefice Holy Communion
 3.00pm St Margaret’s Downham Memorial & Thanksgiving  
   Service for the departed
 Note:  No service at Ramsden Bellhouse
Sunday 5 November - All Saints day 
 10.00am St Peter’s South Hanningfield Holy Communion
 11.00am St Margaret’s Downham Family Service
 Note: No service at Ramsden Bellhouse

Other dates for your diary
Saturday 2 December - Christmas Bazaar 

at St Margaret’s Downham
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From the ministry team
October is very much at the heart of Creationtide - a time in the church 
calendar when we are encouraged to engage with, and thank God for, the 
natural world around us.  Most churches hold Harvest festival services and 
Harvest suppers around this time (our churches included: St. Peter’s South 
Hanningfield on 1 October at 10.00am and St. Margaret’s Downham on 
15 October at 11.00am, with a Harvest lunch to follow the service. Ramsden 
Bellhouse started the Harvest ball rolling by having their service at the end 
of September!  The 4th of October is also the day the church commemorates 
St. Francis of Assisi - the patron saint of animals and the environment, and 
someone who considered 
the natural world, and his 
care of it, as a central part 
of his life of faith. 
There is a lot to give 
thanks for as we look at 
the beautiful world around 
us - and as we move into 
autumn the trees produce a 
wonderful array of colours 
as they prepare to shed 
their leaves.  There is also 
a lot of worry and concern 
over how climate change 
may alter the creation 
around us. 
At Harvest services we 
particularly give thanks 
for the food that we eat - 
the food which, although 
grown from around the 
world, we can buy from the 
supermarkets, and the food 
grown in the fields which 
surround our villages. We 

Apologies that this month’s edition of The Herald is being published a week 
later than normal, but the editor has just returned from a two week holiday 
haggis watching in cold and rainy Scotland.
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give thanks for everyone who works in agriculture and in food production - 
without their hard work our lives would be very different. 
An important part of a Harvest service is the bringing of our gifts.  We are 
encouraged to bring whatever we may be able to afford to spare - each to 
our own ability - food that can be given to those who do not have enough. 
This may be as a physical gift of non-perishable foods we donate to our 
local Foodbank, or money we can give to those in need.  Either way, it is a 
response to Jesus’ call to “love our neighbour as ourselves”: to help others as 
we would hope to be helped ourselves - with love and generosity.  Sometimes 
that neighbour is on another continent, and sometimes just in the next street. 
I pray that, over the next month, you may be able to find a moment just to 
stop, breathe, and enjoy the beauty of the natural world around us.  I also 
hope that you are able to join us for one (or more!) of our harvest services 
and/or lunch, so that together we can thank God for the beautiful world He has 
given us. As a well-loved Harvest hymn ‘We Plough the Fields and Scatter’ 
reminds us: 

“All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above; 
then thank the Lord, O Thank the Lord, for all his love.”

God bless,

The Revd Jacqui

St Francis of Assisi, loving the Creation
The Church remembers St Francis of Assisi on 4 October

St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the most attractive and best-loved 
of all the saints.  But he began by being anything but a saint.  Born the son 
of a wealthy cloth-merchant of Assisi, Francis’ youth was spent in fast-living, 
parties and on fast horses as a leader of the young society of the town.  Then 
he went to the war between Assisi and Perugia, and was taken prisoner for a 
year. 
By the time of his release, Francis had changed.  Perhaps his own suffering 
had awakened him to that of others.  In any case, he abandoned warfare and 
carousing, and began to help the poor and the lepers of his area.  Then one 
day a voice which seemed to come from the crucifix in the small, semi-derelict 
church of Damiano Assisi ‘Go and repair my house, which you see is falling 
down’. 
This religious experience was a vital turning point in Francis’ life: Jesus Christ 
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became very real and immediate to him.  His first action was to begin repairing 
the church, having sold some of his father’s cloth to pay for materials.  His 
father was not amused, in fact he was furious - until Francis renounced his 
inheritance and even his clothes by his dramatic stripping off in the public 
square of the town.  The Bishop of Assisi provided him with simple garments, 
and Francis began his new life.
His inspiration was always religious, not social, and the object of his quest 
was always the Crucified Christ, not Lady Poverty for her own sake.  Francis 
rebuilt San Samiano, and then travelled as a pilgrim.  His compassion for the 
poor and lepers became famous.  Soon disciples joined him, and they set up 
a communal life in simple wattle and daub huts.  They went on occasional 
preaching tours.  (Not until later did they become an Order whose theologians 
won fame in the Universities.)
In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the Crusaders 
were shattered.  He went on to seek out the Sultan and tried to convert him.  
Back home, he found his Order was now 5,000 strong, and growing.  Francis 
stepped down as head but continued to preach and was immensely popular.  
He died after a prolonged illness at the age of 45 and was canonised in 1228.
Francis’ close rapport with the animal creation was well known.  The story of 
his preaching to the birds has always been a favourite scene from his life.  He 
also tamed the wolf of Gubbio.  This affinity emphasises his consideration for, 
and sense of identity with, all elements of the physical universe, as seen in his 
Canticle of the Sun.  This makes him an apt patron of nature conservation.
The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis.  Sadly, 
some films and books caricatured him as only a sentimental nature-lover or a 
hippie drop out from society.  This ignores the real sternness of his character, 
and his all-pervasive love of God and identification with Christ’s sufferings, 
which alone make sense of his life.  
Two ancient and many modern English churches are dedicated to him.

From the registers
Downham

Baptism
 27 August Phoebe Lyn Kinsey
 17 September Christian Douglas Ronald Sorroll
Wedding
 9 September Daniel Knapp & Harriet Troddan
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Confirmation Course
We are planning to hold a confirmation course in the autumn for those 
who would like to be confirmed or for anyone who would like to ‘brush up’ 
on the Christian faith.  There will be four sessions, which will take place at 
St Margaret’s Downham church on the following Wednesday evenings at 
7.00pm:

October 4 and 18
November 1 and 15

There are two confirmation services available - a Diocesan service on Sunday 
26 November 3.30pm at Chelmsford Cathedral, and a Deanery service on 
Sunday 18 February, 4.00pm at St John’s Church, Moulsham.  If you are 
interested or want to find our more, please contact Revd Jacqui (contact 
details on inside front cover)

The Keene Lectures
The Keene Lectures discuss contemporary theological issues and are 
delivered annually in Chelmsford Cathedral.  The theme for this year is 
‘Treasure’ and each speaker will address a Christian approach to an issue 
impacting contemporary society:
• Tuesday 31 October -Treasuring Each Other – a response to Black 

History month with Revd Sharon Quilter, Diocesan Racial Justice Officer
• Tuesday 7 November – Treasuring The World – a response to the Climate 

Crisis with the Bishop of Colchester, The Rt. Revd. Roger Morris
• Tuesday 14 November – Treasuring The Scriptures – the place of the 

Bible in a multi-faith world with Drew Maust, Senior Translation Consultant 
at Wycliffe Bible Translators

Each evening will include a 45 minute presentation from the guest speaker 
followed by 30 minutes for questions.  There will be a break in which drinks 
will be available to purchase.
The Lectures take place at Chelmsford Cathedral and begin at 7.30pm.  Entry 
is free of charge and there will be a retiring collection for those who would like 
to sustain the Keene Fund for the future.  Everybody is welcome.
More information is available on: https://www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk/
news/the-keene-lectures-return-this-autumn



7

St Margaret’s Downham
Harvest festival
Our Harvest Festival takes place on Sunday 15 October, which will be a joint 
benefice service with Ramsden Bellhouse and South Hanningfield.  The 
service will be followed by lunch and if you would like to stay for the lunch 
please put your name on the list in church or alternatively contact Mike or Lee 
(contact details on the inside front cover).  If you would like to donation food 
or toiletries your gifts will be given to the Wickford Food Bank.  Again, contact 
Mike or Lee if you want advice on suitable items to donate.

Annual Memorial and Thanksgiving service
We will be holding our annual memorial and thanksgiving service on Sunday 
29 October at 3.00pm.  This is a simple service where we remember our loved 
ones who gone before and we have an opportunity to light a candle in their 
memory.  A list of names will be read during the service and if you wish us to 
include one or more loved ones please enter their names on one of the lists 
which are in all three benefice churches.  Alternatively please give their names 
to the Revd Jean Andrews email revdjean@rjandrews.me.uk 

Christmas Bazaar 
Don’t forget that our Christmas Bazaar will take 
place on Saturday 2 December.  This will be an 
opportunity to buy some of your Christmas gifts.  
Last month it was uncertain whether Father 
Christmas would have time to attend, but we 
are pleased to say that he has found a slot in 
his diary, so he would be delighted to meet with 
local children.

Downham WI
We had a full diary in September, we had our MacMillan Coffee Morning early 
in the month on 12 September.  There were lots of delicious cakes made by 
our members and we had a ‘’bring and buy’’ together with a raffle and we 
raised £203.  It was good to see 3 new visitors who joined us as well.
On the 19th our speaker, Paul Rogers, gave a very interesting talk on 
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‘’German Occupation of the Channel Islands’’.  It was a most enjoyable talk 
which still leaves a lot of unanswered questions, even today.  He also set up a 
table of rations from 1940-1945 (there were only 5 potatoes for the week).
On 17 October we have one of our own members talking to us about her day 
at the Royal Garden Party, that she went to this year.
We still have our Tuesday club coffee mornings for members, we chat, we 
laugh and we drink a lot of tea and coffee. 
We are always happy to welcome new members so come along and meet 
us.  You are allowed three guest visits to see if you like us and then you can 
join Downham W.I. on every third Tuesday of the month.  We meet up about 
1.45pm for a couple of hours.
Contact Wendy on 07778 809723 for further information

Wendy

Rotary Club of Wickford 
Presents a 

Race Night 
In Aid of Rotary International Foundation Charities 

to be held at  

The Downham Village Hall 
School Road Downham 

on Saturday the 14th of October 2023 
Cost £5 bring your own  Drinks and Nibbles 

Contact Peter Carter 07860 715225 
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Downham Village Hall 
 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 
 

Friday 20th OCTOBER 
7.00 for 7.30 start  
in the Village Hall 

 
Cost £10 per head (tables of 8) 

 
Bring your own food and drinks 

 
Raffle 

  
To book please call:  

Mike Roome 07770 795388 
 

All proceeds will contribute to the cost of maintaining the Village Hall 
 

 

The Village Hall is available for hire and if you would like further information 
please call 01268 711757 or e-mail contact@downhamvillagehall-essex.co.uk   
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St Mary’s Ramsden Bellhouse
Christmas Shoeboxes – Blythswood deliver the boxes to the poorest people 
in Europe.  Whether it’s a barefoot child who has never before received a 
Christmas present, or an elderly person who is struggling to stay warm in 
winter, these shoeboxes really make their day so bring a little joy into their 
lives.
Pick up a leaflet in Church to give you an idea what to put in it.  
In each box Blythswood include a Bible story for children, a booklet for teens 
or a calendar for adults to share the love of Jesus who hears the prayers of 
each of us.
The boxes this year will be going out to Ukraine and across Eastern Europe.  
If you would like a covered shoebox, please contact me on 01268 710757.  
The boxes can be left in the Church or delivered to me at St Nicholas, Glebe 
Road, Ramsden Bellhouse (4th house on the left after the shop).
They must be with me the first week in November.

Audrey Pegrum MBE

Community Cuppa & Cake afternoon
Tuesday 10 October 2.00 to 4.00pm 

Ramsden Heath Village Hall 
Dowsetts Lane CM11 1HX

Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy a cuppa for 50p and a piece 
of Homemade cake for £1.50.  Monies raised goes to a charity.  Last month 
our book stall did exceptionally well.  We took £31.00 and we thank Jo for 
organising it.  It has become like a library where people take a book or jigsaw 
for a small donation and then return it when finished and the money goes 
towards our charities.  Simple but effective.
Would love to see new people coming along to our next afternoon on 
10 October.
Best wishes

Ramsden Cupcakes

Ramsden Heath Horticultural & Allotment Society
We had a very good turnout for our first meeting after the summer break 
when our speaker was George Lockwood talking on ‘Bulbs that grow May to 
September’.  George has visited us on many occasions and always brings 
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something new to the way we see our plants and vegetables.
We had a good variety of entries for our mini show, with some stunning 
dahlias.  Thank you to all those who took part. It all helps to build points for the 
Banksian medal at the end of the year.

Our next event is the annual 
Harvest Supper on Wednesday 
4 October. Please note the earlier 
time of 7.00pm.
This is the chance to bring 
something to eat for the table as 
well as sample other people’s 
delights.  You can make savoury 
or sweet dishes and if you don’t 
feel like cooking, bring cheese, 
fruit, pate or something from the 
supermarket shelves.  Don’t forget 
to bring your own choice of liquid 
refreshment and a glass to drink 
it from.
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Ramsden Heath Social Club
All our events take place in Ramsden Heath Village Hall, Dowsetts Lane

 
Our monthly Bingo Night is on Friday 6 October at 8.00pm.  Free tea/coffee. 
All welcome. £1 entry & £2 for each bingo book.
On Saturday 14 October at 8pm, talented singer STEPHEN DUNNETT makes 
a return visit to the club.  Singing a variety of songs from Rat Pack, 50’s & 
60’s, right up to the present day.  Tickets on sale NOW priced: Members 
£6.00, Non-members £10.00, Children £3.00
PS. Annual membership to the Club is just £12 per adult.
For more info please contact:
Dave Charlton on 07940 540819 or Dave Quinney on 07950 309524

St Peter’s South Hanningfield

Flower Festival
What a wonderful occasion!  The 
weather was kind to us, the flowers 
looked amazing (as always) and we 
had a record crowd in attendance.  A 
big thank you to everyone involved, 
especially the flower arrangers, 
but also those who ran the outside 
stalls, the refreshments, the team 
that organised everything behind 
the scenes including publicity, 
erecting (and then dismantling) 
the marquees, car parking, 
clearing tables and washing up.  If 
we’ve forgotten to thank anyone, 
apologies.  At the time of writing it 
looks as though we have made a 
record profit of around £6,500, which 
is likely to be boosted to around 
£7,000 once we have claimed Gift 
Aid on relevant donations.  
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We have prepared a photograph album of all the flower arrangements which 
you can view via the church’s new Facebook page www.facebook.com/
SouthHanningfieldChurch
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Next year’s Flower Festival is planned for 31 August to 2 September 2024.  
Please keep that weekend free in your diaries and encourage your friends and 
family to come along and support us.

South Hanningfield Village Hall
Our next events coming up:
Christmas Crafts & Gifts Table Top Sale at the hall on Saturday, 
25 November from 10.00am to 4pm.  Over 30 craft and gift stalls will be 
attending.  The event is Free Entry, there will be a Raffle and refreshments will 
be available including Mulled Wine!
Fundraising Ball at Stockbrook Manor on Saturday, 27 January 2024
£77 per person Posh Evening Frocks and Dinner Jackets.  We need numbers 
and £25 deposits before the end of September.
Proceeds to South Hanningfield Village Hall and St Peter’s Church.  Tables of 
8-10 and cost includes pre–dinner drinks reception after dinner all-inclusive 
evening bar including house spirits, wines, beers, lagers & soft drinks; 
4 Course Luxury Dinner Menu including wine, beers and soft drinks; DJ 
entertainment.  To book, call 07396 546050 or email shvhall@gmail.com
Raffle Prizes Needed If anyone has any suitable items for raffle prizes they 
can donate to us for use at future events, please let us know.  The committee 
would be very grateful.

Mobile Library
The Mobile Library visit South Hanningfield Village Hall every three weeks.
Day of visit: Tuesday Time of visit: 12.25pm to 12.55pm
Next visit dates are 3 October and 24 October.

Regular Activities
Please call the listed contacts to book a place.
Coffee Morning
Second Wednesday of each month from 10.30am – 12.30pm  
(Wednesday 11 October)
Puppy Dog Training Classes

Monday from 6.00pm and 7.00pm 
Dog training for puppies of all ages
Contact Rachel on 07484 706085 or  
email Rachel@PuppyPotentialDogTraining.co.uk
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Pilates & Keep Fit
Monday 9.45am – 10.45am 
Thursday 10.00am – 12.00 noon
Contact Hayley on 07758 427379

Strollercise Dance
Monday 11.15am – 12.15pm
Tel: 07952 791183 
Email: lynne.strawford@sky.com
No booking is required, just turn up. 

Kid’s Role Play (children 0 to 6 years)
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
9.45am to 11.30am and 12noon to 1.45pm. 
Every Tuesday and Every Wednesday (except the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month)
£5 per child. Access all areas (including SEN)  Adult’s and non-walkers 
are free for this date only.  Booking advised
For more information, visit the Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094542279687
To book, visit https://bookwhen.com/kidsroleplay

Yoga and Zumba Thursday night
Sakura Yoga Studios 
Zumba 6.20pm to 7.15pm and 
Vinyasa Flow Yoga 7.30pm to 8.30pm
Pay as you go
Tel: Charlene on 07772 443028 or email info@sakurayogastudios.co.uk

Upholstery Class
Friday morning 9.30am – 1.00pm
Contact Fiona on 01621 776586 or 07887 507208

If you would like to book the South Hanningfield Village Hall for any regular 
activities or events, please call Sandra Graves, our Bookings Secretary on 
07396 546050 or email shvhall@gmail.com to check availability and prices. 
Please continue to support our local village hall in 2023 and if there are any 
other ways you can help us, let us know.  Please contact the Chairman, Clive 
Vallis for further information on 07891 653238. 
Website https://e-voice.org.uk/shanningfieldvillagehall
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/southhanningfieldvillagehall
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All in the month of October
It was:
150 years ago, on 1 Oct 1873 that Edwin Landseer, artist and sculptor, died. 
Known for his animal paintings, and for his famous lion sculptures at the base 
of Nelson’s Column in London.
100 years ago, on 10 Oct 1923 that Nicholas Parsons, radio and TV game 
show host and actor was born.  Best known for hosting Just a Minute and Sale 
of the Century. (Died 2020)
90 years ago, on 17 Oct 1933 that physicist Albert Einstein arrived in the USA 
as a refugee from Nazi Germany.
80 years ago, on 17 Oct 1943 that the Burma Railway was completed.  The 
Japanese built it using Asian labourers and Allied prisoners-of-war, thousands 
of whom died.  One of the railway bridges is the subject of the famous film 
Bridge over the River Kwai.
75 years ago, on 27 Oct 1948 that the Morris Minor car was launched at the 
British Motor Show at Earl’s Court in London.  It cost £358.
70 years ago, on 30 Oct 1953 that former US Secretary of State George 
Marshall was awarded the 1953 Nobel Peace Prize for engineering the 
Marshall Plan – a massive economic aid programme for Europe in the 
aftermath of WWII.
65 years ago, on 1 Oct 1958 that Michael Bond’s children’s book A Bear 
Called Paddington was published.  It marked the debut appearance of 
Paddington Bear.
Also 65 years ago, on 28 Oct 1958 that the State Opening of the British 
Parliament was televised for the first time.
60 years ago, on 15 Oct 1963 that the term ‘Beatlemania’ first appeared in the 
Daily Mirror newspaper in the UK.  It described the intense, frenzied reaction 
of fans of the Beatles.
50 years ago, from 19 Oct 1973 to 17 Mar 1974 that the 1973 Oil Crisis took 
place.  OPEC suspended oil exports to nations supporting Israel in the Yom 
Kippur War.  It led to major shortages and rationing in the UK, USA, Canada, 
Japan, the Netherlands, Portugal, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and South 
Africa.
40 years ago, on 5 Oct 1983 that Lech Walesa, leader of the Solidarity 
movement in Poland (and later President of Poland) was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
Also 40 years ago, on 25 Oct 1983 that Microsoft Word 1.0 was released.  It 
was the first version of the popular word processor, and Microsoft’s first full-
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featured application.
30 years ago, on 15 Oct 1993 that South African leaders Nelson Mandela 
and F.W. de Klerk, won the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts to end 
apartheid.
25 years ago, on 16 Oct 1998 that David Trimble and John Hume won the 
1998 Nobel Peace Prize for brokering the Northern Ireland peace accord.  
20 years ago, on 19 Oct 2003, that Mother Teresa was beatified by Pope John 
Paul II and given the title Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.  (She was canonised as 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta in 2016.)
15 years ago, on 24 Oct 2008 that the 2008 financial crisis ‘Bloody Friday’ took 
place.  The world’s stock exchanges suffered one of the worst declines in their 
history – about 10% in most cases.  About £89.5billion was wiped off the value 
of Britain’s biggest companies. 

Is now a good time to grow old?
“Don’t grow old,” a parishioner of advanced years warned me some while 
back.  “You won’t like it.”
Sadly, that dear woman is no longer with us, and I’m a whole lot older than 
when she offered me that kind advice.  But was there wisdom in her words?
It’s true that generally people are living longer and in better health than in 
generations before, but there are increasing challenges for older men and 
women in our society.
My friend, Maggie Dodd is an ‘Anna Chaplain’ for older people.  She is one of 
around 300 such chaplains up and down the country.  They spiritually support 
people – of strong, little or no faith – in care homes, sheltered housing or in 
their own homes. 
Maggie has told me how life is becoming harder for older people, and we’ve 
swapped notes on what we have both observed. 
She told me: “Some of the basic services older people need are becoming 
more difficult to access.  I hear about doctor’s surgeries asking for patients to 
print out their own forms or send photos to or from smartphones.  Banks are 
phasing out high street branches, pushing everyone towards online banking. 
Many older people feel very uneasy about going online, worried of being 
scammed out of their savings.
“A trip to the shops is also becoming more complicated.  Checkouts in 
supermarkets are increasingly self-service.  Mobility can also be affected as 
car parks often need an app to be uploaded onto a smartphone to park.  In 
many car parks there is no option to pay by card or cash!”
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Plans to remove the ticket offices at train stations will make matters worse for 
many older would-be rail travellers. 
Maggie told me “This gradual marginalisation of people can leave them feeling 
lonely and isolated.  Loneliness can have a huge detrimental effect on health 
and wellbeing.  Prolonged social isolation and loneliness are the equivalent of 
smoking 15 cigarettes a day.”
It’s good that many churches run special events and activities for older people, 
as well as groups for all ages.  But is this enough?  Christians are called to 
follow Christ’s example and speak out for those at risk of being marginalised in 
our society. 
Today, that could be our older brothers and sisters.
The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and 
a former communications director for the C of E.

Reflecting faith: Seating in churches
In many ‘old’ churches and cathedrals today the original wooden seats or 
pews have been completely removed.  They have been replaced by moveable 
chairs, to enable the space to become very flexible.  In this way concerts and 
exhibitions can more easily take place.
But where does the priest or worship leader sit?
Often there will be a special chair or ‘stall’ set aside for them.  In older 
churches, you may find as many as three.
The first is a ‘prayer stall’ between the choir stalls and the nave.  From here 
the priest will conduct the majority of the first section of the Sunday service, 
and during the week will use this stall for their morning and evening public 
office.
There is likely to be also a chair for them in the sanctuary, and in older church 
buildings you will see in the chancel area some seats (sedilia) set into the wall. 
Depending on the size of the original parish, these vary from being a single 
plain seat for the priest alone to something quite ornate: seating up to four 
people.  They even come stepped, so that the people are sitting at different 
heights.
In medieval times, during Mass, the priest was the celebrant, the deacon read 
the Gospel and the sub-deacon read the Epistle.  They would be seated in the 
sedilia while the Creed and Gloria were being sung, giving them a time of rest 
during a long ceremony.
Where the seats are at different heights, the priest would have sat on the 
highest one, nearest the altar.  Later when Chantry endowments provided 
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some churches with several clergy in full orders, the seats were all made at 
one level.  Where there are four seats, the last would have been for the clerk.
In many churches nowadays, you have to look very carefully for these seats, 
as over time they have been rearranged, and sometimes even the floor 
around them has been raised so they no longer look like seats.
More modern churches also need somewhere for the priests and deacons to 
sit, and often you will find very fine chairs placed near the altar for them. 

St Margaret’s Downham has a sedilia.  Have you noticed it?  Facing the altar, 
you will find it to your right, just beyond the altar rail.  It is big enough for 
just one person and not very comfortable.  In this photograph it is where the 
collection plate stands.  To the left of the sedilia, behind the wrought iron door, 
is the aumbry or tabernacle, a cupboard where the sacrament is kept so it can 
be taken to the sick in an emergency.  A candle remains lit above the aumbry 
to signify the presence of the sacrament.

Over the centuries, people seem to have improved everything – except 
people. – Anon
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Puzzle corner

Across
1   He must be ‘the husband of but one wife and must manage his children 

and his household well’ (1 Timothy 3:12) (6)
4   ‘For we must all — before the judgement seat of Christ’  

(2 Corinthians 5:10) (6)
7   ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at their — end’ 

(Ps 107:27) (4)
8   See 19 Across 
9   It concerned who among the disciples would be the greatest 

(Luke 9:46) (8) 
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13  Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out Paul and Silas  
(Acts 17:5) (3) 

16  ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7)
17  Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3) 
19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of the — host appeared with the angel’  

(Luke 2:13) (8,8)
24  Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8) 
25  Comes between Luke and Acts (4) 
26  Empower (Acts 4:29) (6) 
27  ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a — !’ 

(John 2:16) (6)

Down
1   Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4) 
2   The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean centurion had a 

vision of an angel of God (Acts 10:3) (9) 
3   He was one of those who returned with Zerubbabel from exile in 

Babylon to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7:7) (5) 
4   ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born — ’(John 3:3) (5) 
5   Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4) 
6  ‘ He encouraged them — — remain true to the Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2) 
10  Ruses (anag.) (5) 
11  Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5) 
12  Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) (5) 
13  This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a great deal of harm’  

(2 Timothy 4:14) (9) 
14  ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in remembrance of me’  

(1 Corinthians 11:24) (4) 
15  One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4) 
18  Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5) 
20  Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5) 
21  Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while on his way to Haran, 

fleeing from Esau (Genesis 28:12) (5) 
22  Bats (anag.) (4) 
23  ‘You strain out a — but swallow a camel’ (Matthew 23:24) (4)

Answers on page 33
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Children’s pages
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Downham Village Hall 
School Road, Downham, CM11 1QN 

Registered Charity No. 296139  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The newly extended and refurbished Village Hall is available for hire 
Rates are on our web site: www.downhamvillagehall-essex.co.uk  

 
• full kitchen facilities  
• ideal for wedding receptions; christening/children’s 

parties etc. and can accommodate 80 people comfortably 
seated and up to 100 for buffet style events 

• perfect for small meetings and events e.g. yoga, pilates etc. 
• a large car park opposite the Hall 

 

For viewings, availability and rates please contact our Bookings 
Secretary, Viv Fawkes on 01268 711757 or 07732 709926 (also 
on our web site).  For other enquiries call 07732 709926 or email 
us at contact@downhamvillagehall-essex.co.uk  
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South Hanningfield Village Hall
South Hanningfield Road, South Hanningfield, CM3 8HL

Registered Charity No. 301402

Available For Hire within the village hall:
•      Main Hall
•      Small Hall
•      Kitchen
•      Toilet facilities in Main and Small Halls
•      Bar facility in small Hall
•      Car park
•      Wi-fi, projector and PA system

 
Our village hall is available by the hour or day.
It is suitable for weddings, christenings, birthdays, parties, clubs and 
societies.
 
Website https://e-voice.org.uk/shanningfieldvillagehall
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/southhanningfieldvillagehall
 
For bookings and further information, call our Bookings Line  
07396 546050 or email shvhall@gmail.com to check availability and 
prices. 
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CARTER & WARD 
OF WICKFORD LIMITED 
Reg. Office: 
Construction House. 82 Runwell Road. 

Wickford. Essex. SS11 7HJ 
BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 

Tel- 0"1268 73342"1 
Website: www_carterandwa.rd-Ce>-ul< 
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WREATHS     CROSSES    BOUQUETS 
 

EEiilleeeenn’’ss  FFlloorriisstt  

 

272 London Rd, Wickford SS12 0JZ 
01268 735388 

 
WEDDING FLOWERS 

K&R Footcare
Foot health practitioner

Providing foot care in the comfort of your own home
Treatments include:

Toenail cutting
Corns

Callus/hard skin
Thickened/fungal nails

Please contact Kellie Wise: 07984764719



31



32

Smile lines
Heredity
Everyone believes in it, until their child does something really stupid.

Relativity
Theory of relativity: If you go back far enough, we’re all related.

Past & present
As half-term ended, the English teacher returned to teaching with a sigh.  He 
felt nostalgic. He found the past perfect and the present tense.

Prove it
The biggest joke on mankind is that computers have begun asking humans to 
prove they aren’t a robot.

Here’s a tip 
Lean outside and ring your own doorbell on your way to bed at night.  This will 
clear the dogs off the bed long enough for you to get in and be comfortable.

Chicken and pig
A chicken and a pig were walking by a church where a gala charity event was 
taking place.  Getting caught up in the spirit of the fun, the chicken suggested 
to the pig that they each contribute to the meal. “Let’s offer them ham and 
eggs!”
“Not so fast,” said the pig. “For you, that’s a contribution.  For me, it’s a total 
commitment.”

Salt
The Sunday School teacher was describing how when Lot’s wife looked 
back at Sodom, she turned into a pillar of salt.  Young James nodded with 
understanding.  “My mum looked back once while she was driving,” he 
observed, “and she turned into a telephone pole.”

Hereafter
A vicar was talking to one of his parishioners.  He said: “When you get to my 
age, you spend a lot more time thinking about the hereafter.” 
The parishioner was impressed and asked him to for more details. The vicar 
replied:  “Well, I often find myself going into a room and thinking:  whatever did 
I come in here after?”
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Contacting The Herald
Contributions to the November edition
Copy for the next edition of The Herald should be sent by email to Robert 
Andrews at theherald@downhamchurch.org.uk by Thursday 19 October. 
Please send files in .doc, .docx or .rtf format.  Because we wish to maintain 
a common house style please keep any formatting to an absolute minimum 
and do not embed photographs or other artwork.  If you wish to include 
photographs or other artwork they should be sent separately in .jpeg or .pdf 
format.  If you are unable to use email or are unsure about file types please 
telephone Robert on 01268 733817, but be aware that the telephone line has 
BT Call Guardian installed to deter nuisance callers, therefore you may have 
to announce your name and press the # key in order to be put through.

Advertising in The Herald
All general enquiries about advertising should be addressed to Mike Roome 
on 07770 795388 or email advert.theherald@downhamchurch.org.uk 
Advertising rates are currently: 
 Full page   £100 for 12 insertions 
 Half page   £60 for 12 insertions
 Quarter page   £40 for 12 insertions
We will accept one off or limited run insertions on a pro rata basis
If you have existing artwork your advertisements should be emailed to  
advert.theherald@downhamchurch.org.uk  preferably in .jpeg or .pdf format.   
If you wish us to produce artwork for you this can be arranged for a small one-
off fee.

Answers to the Crossword puzzle

ACROSS: 1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly. 9, Argument. 
13, Mob. 16, Broken-hearted. 17, Ran. 19, Suddenly. 24, Obstacle. 
25, John. 26, Enable. 27, Market. 
DOWN: 1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, Prey. 6, All to. 
10, Users. 11, Ephod. 12, Trace. 13, Metalwork. 14, Body. 15, Eber. 
18, Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 22, Stab. 23, Gnat.



Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

Serving the Community since 1840

32 London Road, Wickford, Essex SS12 0AN

01268 733108
Email: scarterandson@gmail.com   www.scarterandson.co.uk

Prompt personal attention day or night
Funerals carried out in all districts

Pre Arranged Funeral Plans available
Ample on site parking • Horse drawn funerals

Woodland burials • Green Funerals • Private Chapels of Rest
Dove release • Home visits by appointment 

Funerals tailored to your requirements Funerals tailored to your requirements 
Memorial Headstones, additional inscriptions and renovations


